462                CAPUA APPEALS FOR HELP.

the praetor Fulvius, presumably in the Venusian country,
watching the Appian Way, closed every avenue and made a
network of armies, through which even Hannibal, it would
seem, could not penetrate. While they held Beneventum,
and there was always a good force here, they were able to
prevent Hannibal from thrusting himself in between their
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armies in Lucania and Campania, and thus making their
efforts futile by turning on one or other.

The Capuans, foreseeing what was sure to come, again ap-
pealed to Hannibal for succor. Though the season was al-
ready spent and he had lost heavily in his former efforts in
their favor, Hannibal felt that he must again attempt what-
ever was possible. He sent them as a preliminary two
thousand of his matchless Numidian cavalry, whicli he could
himself illy spare, to keep the enemy away from their
fields. These admirable light troops succeeded in passing
through the Roman cordon of armies and in. reaching the all
